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KALWALL

high performance translucent building systems

KALWALL SPECIFICATION:

Panel: 275" | 70 mm

Grid core: shoji

Exterior FRP: crystal

Interior FRP: crystal

System finish: bronze #85
U-Value: .23TB

Solar Heat Gain Coefficient: .30

Visible Light Transmission: 30%

WHAT IS KALWALL?

A translucent, structural sandwich panel
that provides:

Glare-free, balanced daylighting

Superior thermal performance

Energy + electricity saving

Low maintenance life cycle requirements

Safety + security through visual privacy

Durability + graffiti / vandal-resistance

Hurricane, explosion venting + blast
rated options

© CABOT Corp

For unparalleled thermal performance

in translucent daylighting, consider
specifying Kalwall with CABOT’s Lumira®
aerogel insulation. Available in 2.75”

(70 mm) panel formats up to: 4’ x 12’
(1200 mm x 3600 mm) and 5’ x 10’

(1500 mm x 3000 mm) maximum.
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Butler Square, Minneapolis, MN, USA

REVITALIZING A HISTORIC WORKSPACE

Butler Square has been an iconic landmark in Minneapolis’ Warehouse District
since 1906. It underwent an initial renovation in 1974, helping to revitalize the
area, but after experiencing ongoing problems with the skylights, the owners
decided in 2021 that it was time for a remodel.

Leaks, excessive glare below the skylights and heat loss were just a few of
the main issues that were cause for concern for this historic building—and
who better to solve those problems than Kalwall? Butler Square’s owner had
previously worked with both W.L. Hall Company and Kalwall on its other atrium,
so they knew Kalwall would be a natural fit and reached out to W.L. Hall
Company to help solve these issues.

Working with McGough Facility Management, who professionally manages
the Butler Square building, the W.L. Hall Company team was able to replace
Butler Square’s original glass system that was installed in 1973. Through the
use of Kalwall’s complimentary 3D daylight modeling services, they were able
to determine the appropriate interior light levels for the space.

Daylighting is part science and part art—it is the practice of using controlled
natural light to illuminate a space. Daylight modeling brings science into the art
of daylighting. It removes the design mystery and reveals the pattern of daylight
on any building through 3D simulation software, ultimately enhancing occupant
comfort and minimizing electric lighting, heating and cooling demands.

Ultimately, W.L. Hall Company and McGough Facility Management all agreed
Kalwall was the right fit, and a new Kalwall insulated translucent panel system
with a thermally broken .23 U-value was installed.

The skylight replacement helped Butler Square receive the Energy Efficiency
Award from the city of Minneapolis and become the first 100-plus-year-old
multitenant commercial building in the world to win LEED EB O&M certification.

Awards:

BOMA TOBY—2022

The Outstanding Building of the Year (TOBY) Award

BOMA Greater Minneapolis—Winner in the Historical Category
BOMA Midwest Northern Region—Winner in the Historical Category
BOMA International TOBY Competition

Minnesota Real Estate Journal—2021 Awards
Interior Design—Urban Office/HQ (Winner)
Finalist for Redevelopment—Mixed Use/Office—Minneapolis
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